Based near Washington, D.C., IDPlisin a

unique position to utilize the unparalleled
credibility and political muscle of the faith
community.

IDPI is making a difference in key federal
and state legislative battles. If you agree that
drug problems are best addressed by
families, health professionals, and the faith
community —not cops, courts, and prisons
— please join us in our struggle.
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IDPI is Making a Difference

Since 2003, IDPI has played a key role in
stopping Congress from passing three bills to
create new mandatory minimum sentencing
laws. In addition, we helped pass medical
marijuana bills in Vermont and Rhode Island
and a treatment-instead-of-incarceration bill in
Maryland. We also helped bring several other
federal and state bills closer to passage.

Here's what people are saying about IDPI:

"Religious activism on Capitol Hill began heating up .
.. with the founding of the Interfaith Drug Policy
Initiative."

— The Washington Post, 6/26/04

"The religious voice is being heard on
the mandatory minimum sentencing W
debate because the Interfaith Drug
Policy Initiative is putting the supportive
denominational positions to good use in
the halls of Congress."

— Rev. Bob Edgar, president,

National Council of Churches

"I feel honored and very blessed to have my case
situation profiled as an example of the many
injustices as a result of these very harsh—sometimes
inhumane drug laws. Thank you!"
— letter to IDPI from federal prisoner
Hamedah Hasan

"IDPI's assistance is a major development in our
movement."”
— Ethan Nadelmann, executive director,
Drug Policy Alliance

"IDPI is doing a stellar job at organizing
religious denominations behind medical
marijuana and the repeal of mandatory
minimum sentencing."
— Rev. Jim Winkler, general secretary,
United Methodist Board of Church and Society

How You Can Help

* Support our efforts by making a
contribution (see attached reply slip).

* Stay informed by using the reply slip to
send us your contact information. Include
your e-mail address to receive our action
alerts (1 or 2 per month).

* Visit our web page at www.idpi.us to
learn more. Read reports, articles and
sermons; order books; and follow the links
to the web pages of the nation's leading
drug policy reform groups.

* Write letters to the editor and to your
legislators. If you are religious, say so.
Cite your denomination's position, if
supportive.

See http://www.idpi.us/religiouspositions
for specifics.

* Talk with your clergyperson and others
in your congregation to enlist their
support. E-mail info@idpi.us to let us
know how it goes. We can also help you
find a good speaker or video materials to
show your congregation. If your
denomination does not already have a
supportive position on a drug policy
reform goal that interests you, we can
help you get one passed.

* See http://www.idpi.us/help for other ideas.

Together, we can make a difference!

"[1]t is urgent to redress the grievances
and correct the injustices of our
present drug laws. We urge you to
join this movement."
- Rev. James Lawson, Jr.,
civil rights leader

Interfaith Drug
Policy Initiative

"compassion, not coercion"

P.O. Box 6299
Washington, D.C. 20015
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