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PERSPECTIVES

[ntroduction

I Assembiies of G belseves thai the Bikle 5

werbally mnspined of God and is the infallille,

authoritative rbe of fuith and conduct |5ee our

Statement of Fundamental Truths), We konow (00

that #he real evidence of what we believe is seen
nct anly in whit we sy, but in our lifestyle and personal
comiisct

In a comemparary socsety thut has seemingly aban-
doned all comcern aboul tnuth. mtegrity. honesty, sedf-con-
trob, snd all the elememts of morl characier, the
Assemblies of Tod takes o srong stand for biblical
virtues: Cliaracter coumts! The questions and AG
responses that follew deal with matters of erncial sapnafi-
cance b the heabth and wellure of every individual aned ol
society in generl,

The is=ues trested in this collsction reflect common
understanding of the Assemblies of God hased on the Holy
Scriptures, 11 vow lave recently joined our Fellowship, the
fallowing will help in formulating a belsef sysiem and
lifestyle with a strong scriptoral basis. This will alkso help
fix gommpare the commuonly acoepted position of the
Assemnhlies of God with the position other chirch growps
anel scsely i penezal have tken,

T serve these needs this collection of choracer umi
miegrity issucs has been produced. The following ste-
s wre “oemmonly hebd views™ not afcal pronounee-
e, IniEEn Ay vory i sod insiusees,

I nx case should the following stMements be prven &
higher amthority than the Holy Bible, the Statement of
Fundamental Truths, or the published positon pagers
developed by Bibde scholars and sparital keaders, and
upproveil by an official by of the Assernblios of God,

Chur prayer in prodiscing and distrbating these com-
monly hebd views is that they will speak to indmvidunl
heearts. encouraging them to ket the Holy Spanit lead them
inte 1 life of growing righteowsness, As Panl wrote 1o the
Corinthians. “Sinee we have these promises, dear friends,
let s purify ourselves from evervihing thul contaminites
body and wpint, parfecting hiliness cut of revencnce for
God™ (2 Cor, 7:110.



@ (LESTION SEVEN

Why have hodiness amnd Pentecostal churehes
atvoeated abstinence concerning the use of
aleahol, tobaces, amd narcolics (drogs)? Why
not allow moderation?

irst Commmithians 6 1% 00 has historically been Beld in high

regrmd by haliness aml Penrecastnl Chnstion. Doy

Nt k- chet ot body isa lemple of the Hely Spint,

whinis m you, whoan you hove received fram God? You
are Taf your pwn; o wens boasght m oo price. Therelore honor Gl
with pour bealy!” This and ogher passupes waming npaisst drumkens
e have been considersd sofficient regson for adviwalmg complee
shetinence From ihe use of skeohel inbace, or neatics. Mot only
is thee bwrmas by the temple of te Holy Spink, shech o & be
dhefiled: Yo theere dre cther reisons for complete abstinence: (1)
camemparary socicly (2 plageed with the dedmcne sisagens
il these thee pddintive substonees amd [Zrven mderate e of ihe
suberances, especinlly aleahol mmd drogs, leads i oflen 6 desbnic-
i adilictive habits,

Alrofd, The Senptures speak ofies of ihe detnictive power of
uleahal, Meah's drunkennees hrought shame 1 b finaly (G
GeRI-IT) Led's deunkenness resulted in am moestisos: nelalicesbip
with his two agheers (Gen 193300 An siebelaod Xernes
sorghit- b Fnmiliie Chueen Voshii pablicly B 158220, The con-
sumpiicn af algihol impsairs judyeenl. nllases passsons, o

Alpoholism and the depresaion associmad wiih i ofien keads 109
hrepkcomn of mcml inhibitom, udserel of violem behavioe, or
inss of consciousness drmbennessi. Long-iemn drinking: can fenn-
ngdly dnmrige Fver, pancnes, ledn, of b, Binge drinking i
imiversity campuess s comed instant death. B s ssimuied e
are 14 il lpom probdem drnkers e the United Staies. Half of the
fatal auiporcile secidents ane caused by-aleahal-impairsd drvers,
The annel cosl o aléohel-relaed secidems, Wliess, visent grime,
find Dl wiork tme is estmatad oo exceesd 100 billion dellars,

Il Drenpy, Though drug use iz nod specificnlly menikomed in
the Rihle, s imjxect on b drog aser wnd on sociery far exceeds the
evil resalis af aleahel. The addictive miwre of certain dmgs is =0



PERSPECTIVES

proowerful that ooangle epesodde con ook an individusd for life,
Furthermire, the imeversible physdeal damage to o0’y organs and
menlal cipacities mikes dnags extremely dongerous. The greatest
dasgger i the all-cunsumimg congrol of ane’s life, cofs ey isger-
ruping one's focus oo werk and destraving personal relaticisha
aiid spirinial well-heme. Beyond the persons il of dnez adiicizon
18 the désastroers hurden placed an familics nod sociery.

Aduatal s egal By e are well documented s i
chamesaie viohenes. oo md wark nge. chikl sbese. suicide; and a
variery of oher socislly destructive hehavicn, Alcobolism and dng
arddicnices present o iativnal erisis threstening 1o destoy the Fabane
of vem wocieny

Tobarea, Whale <mioking and chewing ohacea docs e ingair
ooe's cement o ey many ol the relationa side effects of alco-
Bl s ilkegal drugs, toaocs b o proved ke o primaey headth
e, Yel yuemng people v sfter year an: becoming hoakal s
the: hahit thvaigh clfective sl Gampaigns than deceptively associane
smaoking with maturity aml populamsy.

For many years the sogeon pesel of the United Staies. has
womed society of the dangers of smaking: even fo the pomd of forc-
img inbacer compmcs i place the warmng on their prducts, Bul
nud until the casunliles of neath and ling cocer and wddiction e
tbacen Bepnn i increase did people ke te warning serioushy,
When it became evidond ikl os-simolens were bocinang viclims
i diseses cused by inhaliseg second-hand shaceo smoke, then
sexiely began mouming magr apposiisan o e use of hacen,
While medical snudics s fecent yenrs have svwn conclusively il
smoking is the kading cmseaf ling cancer, the chamch hos opposed
the usz of [bacci because 1t i o hhin dal 6 harenld 10
Chariszi's testmny s well a8 oo Choestion's body, which is the
iempie of the Holy Spiril

With these realives sl sleoholl idacen, and dneg wse, the
scpumeni for ibsdinenoe s well eaabdished. The Chrstan s called
i a higher stindand of ool and seif-denkal concerning thase
things rof heneficinl o his phasacal il spimmial well bang T
argue [or any level of “moderte wse™ of aloobol, mocomes, of
fithacia is g b insensitive b fhe weghi of Benpiure and the pres.
et perils af our sockety, Chmstians reallze the pressee need for o
e e sty befoce our workd. As the spoesle Panl sald. =1 urge
yemd,dn view ol Geel's ey, o offer your baakies s living sn-
fices, hily and pheming: to Ciod—this is your spaieial act of wor-
g, Dhe ot comform any fonger 1o the pattern of this workd hup be
translimmed by the renewing of four mind, Then vom will Be able
L tisst il approve whi God's will is——his good, plegsisg amd por-
ot wall” (Himmns F2:1.2%

CONCERYS:

Tt s i alocbial, nurcoiics, and iokaren mentioned abisve eidc
aheavy wll, ool only on the adiicted persan, bl alsooon sl W soei-
ety Doy abuige can make:an wkdict incapahle of being a prode:iive
inndichlial i the Barger society, thus increasing the financinl burden



var the meal of sciony. blisdical incitment Bor injurics and (Hnesss
vl by the auldsctsons fumdher consumes mescmves tha comhl be
put tp pch beeinar ose. Aond a8 dneg dbase ofien leadr ga creminil
acatyily, socioly payvs o douhle oot im added inssmnee and |ow
enbareemend costs. W call upon all of soeiery o fight these sddic-
tiva st ances used by Setan bo keep individusly in bondage o his
geerwir aver Lhor D,

T The e mdeniid i3 el n it cur conmos ederannd by
af songinl deateng,



